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WELCOME ABOARD 
Our Mission Statement 

Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship for the 

purpose of preserving the traditions and promoting the interests of the United States Marine 

Corps, banding together those who are now serving in the United States Marine Corps and those 

who have been honorably discharged from that service that they may effectively promote the 

ideals of American freedom and democracy, voluntarily aiding and rendering assistance to all 

Marines, FMF Corpsmen, and FMF Navy Chaplains and former Marines, FMF Corpsmen, and FMF 

Navy Chaplains and to their widows and orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United 

States Marine Corps and by fitting acts to observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of 

particular interest to Marines. 

Detachment Monthly Meeting 

Second Saturday of each month at 0930 

Gainesville VFW Post 8254 

1955 Delta Rd, Gainesville GA  

Annual Dues $35.00 

Detachment Website:  www.mcl665.com 

National Website:   www.mclnational.com 

Facebook: Upper Chattahoochee Detachment 665 

 

 

http://www.mcl665.com/
http://www.mclnational.com/


Welcome to the Upper Chattahoochee Detachment 665 of the Marine Corps League.   Our 

Detachment was chartered on 3/25/1988 and has over 100 members.  We provide assistance to 

Marines, members and their families and support a variety of activities within Hall county and 

surrounding areas.  This packet is being provided to assist and guide you in becoming an active 

member within our organization.  It is a brief overview, and covers only a portion of our 

functions.   
 

 

Detachment Staff 
 

 

 

Commandant:        Sr. Vice Commandant: 

Brent Barrett        Romaine Brunson  

Home Phone: (770)-540-4331 Home Phone:(570)-541-9138 

    

Jr. Vice Commandant:      Judge Advocate: 

Doug Irvine        Robert Force II 

Home Phone: (770)-317-5133     Home Phone:  (678) 373-6674 

Adjutant:        Paymaster: 
Richard Garner       Christine Barrett 

Home Phone: (770)-868-1816     Home Phone:  (770) 540-1905 

Chaplain:        Sergeant-at-Arms: 
Gerald Blaney       John Kelleher 

Home Phone: 770-965-3237      Home Phone:  (770) 559-7468 

Past Commandant:       Web Sergeant: 

David Godfrey       Robert Hacker 

Home Phone: (770)-519-2995     Home Phone:  (678) 696-5055 

 

Description of Offices:  Elected and Appointed.  Appointed officers serve at the pleasure of the 

Commandant. 

Detachment Commandant:  This leadership position accounts for the membership levels, 

programs, and the manner in which the League is viewed by Marines, members, prospective 

members and the citizens of the community.  The Commandant presides at meetings and is the 

Chief Executive Officer of the Detachment, ultimately responsible for the financial wellbeing of 

the group.  He/She is responsible for the formulation and development of programs which 

benefit the detachment and community, as well as appointing committees to carry out 

Detachment business.  This is an elected position. 

 

mailto:bbarr17455@aol.com
mailto:brunson1962@aol.com
mailto:dirvine1937@gmail.com
mailto:regarner249@gmail.com
mailto:gnblaney@gmail.com
mailto:dgod72@aol.com


Detachment Senior Vice Commandant:  Second in command of the Detachment, this officer 

should be a logical and capable successor to the Commandant.  Provides assistance and support 

to the Commandant and should be integrally involved in all affairs of the Detachment.  The SVC 

may be called upon to preside at meetings or attend special events on behalf of the Commandant.  

This is an elected position. 

Junior Vice Commandant:  Primary responsibility is recruiting and retaining members for the 

Detachment.  The JVC should keep the Board of Trustees of the Detachment apprised to what 

members and prospective members are looking for from the organization.  The JVC is 

responsible for organizing and operating the social functions of the Detachment.  The JVC also 

presides in the absence of the Commandant and SVC.  This is an elected position. 

Judge Advocate:  This officer should possess a working knowledge of National and Department 

Bylaws and a solid knowledge of his/her Detachment Bylaws.  The JA will advise, construe, 

counsel and render opinions on questions on MCL Bylaws and Administrative procedures.  It 

should be noted that NO Detachment Officer, including the Judge Advocate is authorized to 

conduct a formal investigation or inquiry, convene a disciplinary hearing or hand out 

punishment.  The JA should be well versed in issues of parliamentary procedure, ritual, and 

business order during meetings.  This is an elected position. 

Adjutant:  The adjutant is the recording secretary for the detachment.  By direction of the 

Commandant, may prepare agendas for meetings, record member participation and prepare and 

monitor the calendar of events for the Detachment.  The adjutant is also responsible for official 

notifications to the members.  This is and appointed position. 

Paymaster:  The Paymaster serves as the treasurer of the Detachment.  This office cannot be 

held by a sitting Commandant.  In some Detachments, the Adjutant/Paymaster offices are 

combined.  This is an appointed position. 

Sergeant at Arms:  The Sergeant at Arms is responsible for setting up and maintaining order at 

business meetings.  It is the duty of the SA to assure that persons present are authorized to attend 

MCL Business meetings.  Only members in good standing and invited guests are admitted.  The 

SA is also responsible for any necessary clean up and policing following a meeting.  This is an 

appointed position. 

Chaplain:  The Chaplain tends to the needs of members and members families during periods of 

distress, illness and/or death.  It is every member’s responsibility to keep the Chaplain informed 

of these types of instances.  This is an appointed position. 

Jr. Past Commandant:  JPC is the immediate past Commandant of the Detachment.  The role 

of the JPC is to provide guidance and council to the Detachment Commandant and other officers.  

He/She should assist in providing continuity from one administration of Officers to the next.   

Web Sergeant:  Maintains internet access and operations to the Detachment and Detachment 

website.  This is an appointed position. 



 

Other positions within the Detachment are Veterans Service Officers, Color guard Captain, 

Public Relations Officer, Toys for Tots Liason, Historian and Newsletter Editor.   

Finance Committee:  This committee is responsible for vetting and approving the funding of 

special expenditures within the Detachment.  It has a per instance spending authority of less than 

$1000.00.  A primary function of the committee is to consider requests for financial assistance to 

members, Marines and their families.  The committee members are held to a condition of 

confidentiality, and no members outside of the committee will be apprised of any situation that 

does not directly affect them.  Should an expenditure be approved for emergency funding, the 

proceeds will go directly to the creditor.   Emergency situations should NEVER be discussed 

during regular business sessions, nor should we as members, divulge information regarding these 

matters to other members.  Each emergency situation is considered on a case by case basis, and 

may require verifiable documentation.  Our first point of contact for emergency grants is our 

Detachment Commandant or any committee member.  

Detachment Activities/Projects 

Toys for Tots:  Gathers and distributes toys for needy children in the Hall county area.  This is a 

project that runs year round.  We participate with sponsors in events such as car shows, footraces 

and special sales at department stores.  Volunteers can help with collecting, sorting and distributing 

toys as well as staffing donation events.  For more information on volunteering, please contact 

Cookie Salinas, Coordinator at (678) 488-4129. 

Wreaths Across America:  Assists with the ceremonial laying of wreaths at graves of veterans 

each year in November.  For more information on volunteering, please contact Chuck Bryan, (678) 

983-9488. 

Veterans Court Mentoring Program:  Mentoring veterans with legal situations within the Hall 

County Court System.   

We are always looking for worthwhile projects to become involved with.  If you have any 

suggestions, please contact a Detachment officer.  We are currently exploring the Boy Scouts Eagle 

Scout recognition program, Young Marines, and recently became active in the recognition of 

cadets within various JROTC programs in our area.   

Military Order of the Devil Dogs:  The fun and honor society of the League.  You must be a 

Marine or FMF Corpsman to be invited to join.  You must participate in League activities to be 

considered.  Our “pound” is well known for having fun and helping the community! 

If you are a Kroger’s plus customer, you can help with fundraising by registering on the Kroger 

website, Community header.  Select Northeast Georgia Riverdogs as the benefactor.  This does 

not in any way affect your fuel points, and is a painless way to make a contribution to the pound. 

Please feel free to ask any “dog” how to sign up! 



 

 

 

UNIFORMS  

Uniform items can be ordered at any time through the National Marine Corps 

League Ships Store.  Uniform regulations can be found on the National site: 

http://www.mclnational.com , go to the home page, under header title “documents” 

subsection by laws.     

The Ships Store info is also on the national site, under header title “programs”.  

There is a detailed price list and order form, along with phone number (703) 207-

9588, fax number (703) 207-0047.  You must use a valid credit card to place your 

order.  

Other sources of uniform items: 

Sgt Grit:  Patches, silk jackets, some uniform items, t shirts, etc. :   Grunt.com, toll 

free number (888) NOV 1775.   

Medals of America:  Patches, ribbons/medals, t shits, etc.  :  

www.medalsofamerica.com  Telephone (800) 308-0849. 

Red Blazer:  Hardwick Clothing.  (423) 476-6534 

U.S. Marine Corps uniform items:  Dress Blue trousers, white female shirts, etc.  

Uniform Support Center Mail Order Program, (800) 368-4088.  They will only sell 

MCL members authorized uniform items.   

Aviator Shirts:  Semper Fi store or, Executive Apparel, website www.pilot-

shirts.org or telephone (800) 322-1442. 
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Current National Bylaws and administrative procedures are located at the National 

Website with a hardcopy of same and current detachment bylaws in our library at 

the warehouse.  It’s also recommended that you read the guidebook for detachment 

officers.  There’s a copy at the warehouse. 

Remember, this is your Detachment.  Your views and opinions concerning the 

organization are important to us.  Please feel free to contact any officer with any 

question or suggestion you may have.   

 

Semper Fidelis 

 

Notes:    

 

 

 

 

  

 


